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Abstract: This paper aimed to identify the Methodological Approaches to Research
of General Curricula and Instruction in the Master's and PhD Thesis at King Khalid
University. The researcher did an Inventory to all the scientific Thesis in the
Department of General Curricula and Instruction since 1426 until 1439 AH, for the
study and analysis, and come out with an integrated perception of the methodological
Approach the number of scientific Theses for stage of Masters and PHD is (143
Thesis). The research results were: the most scientific methods used in scientific
theses in the Department of General Curricula and Instruction at King Khalid
University, the experimental Approach which was 68%, then at the second place the
descriptive approach which was 45%. The researches in the Department of General
Curricula and Instruction used students as a sample for research by a very large
percentage of 80%, followed by teachers by 12%, and curricula by 8%. It also
exceeded the rate of use of male sample for the female's sample, by 69% for the
teachers or students, and by 31% for the female sample. Finally, in light of these

results, the researcher presented some recommendations and suggestions.

Keywords: Methodological Approaches, Scientific Theses, Methodological Gaps,
Curricula and Instruction, King Khalid University
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Summary:

Introduction to Research

There are many types of educational research, and are divided into categories
according to certain criteria. Educational research according to the goal, educational
research according to the curriculum, educational research according to the purpose of the
researcher, and educational research according to time. The researcher must adhere to the
steps of the scientific method. It is known that it is arranged in accordance with a plan
drawn up in which the researcher explains the important efforts he made during the
preparation of the theoretical part and the practical part of the research according to the
specifications of the scientific institution to which he belongs, or the Organization that
wants to publish his research. Educational research must have an appropriate amount of
novelty and innovation. This characteristic is of great importance in scientific research and
university thesis (AlNoah, 2004).

These are one of the most important postgraduate requirements in universities.
Which is the result of years of scientific effort by the student in research and investigation.
Library shelves are loaded with a large number of letters in various academic disciplines.
In view of the large number of these messages and the technological and cognitive
explosion that is taking place in the world, there is a need for analytical studies of the
trends of these researches and a comprehensive analysis of the shortcomings of the
scientific gaps where research needs and coverage in accordance with the requirements of
the age.

The scientific research gap is an issue that has not addressed in previous studies. It
can be determined by studying the latest studies in the field of research, so that the
researcher can identify the scientific gap and consider from a new research angle. One
type of scientific gap is the Methodological Gap (Al-Salahi, 2016).

The research problem
Identifying the research problem is the starting point of any scientific research.

This is the most difficult and accurate stage. There are many factors, criteria and standards

http://dx.doi.org/10.29009/ijres.2.4.9
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control the subject selection process. Most graduate students are suffering from difficulties
finding a problem for research, due to the tremendous momentum in the number of
scientific messages in the field of education. Thus, the researcher may repeat the study of a
subject that has already been studied and covered scientifically because of the lack of an
analytical basis for previous messages, causing similarity, stereotyping and repetition in
scientific research. Therefore, the current research contributes to reducing the gap between
the researchers and research topics that studied previously, and opening new horizons and
focusing on new research topics and methodological methods.

This is what those interested educational research and development noted , and
confirmed by some of the results of researches and studies (Al-Bakheet 2012; Alshawish
2010; Alosaimi 2010; Fadel, 1988; Al-Matham, 2007; Alnabhan, 1997; Alnoah, 2012).

The researcher began to survey 10 scientific papers discussed in the Department of
General Curricula and Instruction at King Khalid University and analyzed the
methodological approaches. Most studies used semi-experimental method. The
achievement tests used to measure the differences between the performance of both
control and experimental groups before and after the application of the program used. The
research samples applied most of the research to middle school students, and this shows
the frequency and similarity of the research methodology used in the section and the
absence of new scientific additions.

Based on previous studies and literature, it is clarify the importance of analyzing
the orientations of scientific messages and the establishment of scientific rules to be a
reference for each researcher. Including the knowledge of different scientific gaps,
perceptions, and recommendations that contribute to fill those gaps with future research,
until the research to the required degree of quality and enrichment of scientific research.
For the researcher's understanding of the importance of this subject, the researcher
analyzed the methodological approaches to the research of general methods and teaching
methods in the master's and doctoral thesis at King Khalid University and devised some
methodological gaps, since there is no previous similar study within the researcher's
readings.
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Therefore, the problem of research can summed up in the following questions:

1. What are the methodological approaches in the researches of general

curricula and instruction at King Khalid University in terms of:

A. The kinds of the methodology used?
B. Research tools®

C. How to choose a research sample?
2. What are the methodological gaps in the researches of general curricula and
Instruction department at King Khalid University¢
3. What recommendations proposed to fill the methodological gaps in the

researches of general curricula and instruction department at King Khalid

University?

The research goals
1. Identify the methodological approaches in the researches of general curricula
and instruction at King Khalid University in terms of
A. The kinds of the methodology used.
B. The Research tools.
C. How to choose a search sample.
2. Identifying the researches methodological gaps in the general curricula and
instruction department at King Khalid University.
3. ldentifying the recommendations proposed to fill the researches methodological
gaps in the general curricula and Instruction department at King Khalid
University.

The research importance

1. Provide an analysis of the methodological trends in the research of general

curricula and instruction at King Khalid University.

391 http://dx.doi.org/10.29009/ijres.2.4.9
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2. Contribute to the clarification of the methodological gaps that need to be

filled with researches and future studies.

3. It comes from the researcher's sense of the limited studies and research that
discussed the analysis of the scientific production of the Department general

curricula and instruction at King Khalid University.

The research limits

1. Master's and PHD thesis in the Department of general curricula and

instruction, approved from 1426 A.H until 1439 A.H.

The research terminologies
In view of the relevant theoretical framework, research and previous studies, the
following definitions of the research terms:

Methodological research approach

The tendency of the researchers to use a specific methodology for research and
selection of procedures related to the selection of the research sample and its tools in the
light of this methodology.

Discuss of the search results
1. The Research Methodology

The researcher used the content analysis method; it is one method of the
descriptive approach. To the study and analysis of scientific messages, and this method
not to rely on human resources, but the researcher analysis of written documents by
extrapolating the collection of information and data on the subject of the study, to be able
in the final form an integrated vision of the phenomenon through That partial information
he has collected and interpreted.

The methodological approaches in the researches of general curricula and
instruction at King Khalid University in terms of (The kinds of the methodology used, The
Research tools, How to choose a search sample):

http://dx.doi.org/10.29009/ijres.2.4.9
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A. The kinds of the methodology used

The scientific methods used in the scientific messages in the Department of
Curriculum and General Teaching Methods at King Khalid University found that the most
used method is the experimental method by 68%, while the second was for the descriptive
approach by 45%. This trend can be justified by the belief of postgraduate students that the
need for field application list, and the fact that the experimental approach is better than
descriptive to address realistic solutions and ideas applied in the field of education, and

that the most credible and confident in its results.

B. The Research tools

The results of the research are different in terms of the number and tools used to
collect data. It shows that most of the trend towards the use of tests in data collection by
68%. And this result is logical and consistent with the proportion of the use of the
experimental method, which is usually where the achievement and skills and thinking
patterns skills need measurement after application Search software, while the rest of the
tools are used: note card, content analysis card, performance calendar card, resolution with

descriptive research.

C. How to choose a search sample

Most of the messages sent to random sampling. The research in the Department of
Curriculum and Public Teaching also used the students as a sample to search for a very
large percentage of 80%, followed by teachers by 12% and the curriculum by 8%. This is
also logical due to the predominance of the use of the experimental curriculum. Dark

studies on this approach.

The research sample of male and female students was 69%, while female research
was 31%. This difference is due to the above-mentioned reason, which is the time

difference between the start of the studies programs each student has four years.

The educational stages targeted at the Department of Curriculum and General
Teaching Methods. The intermediate stage was the most targeted at 45%, followed by the
primary stage with 41%, secondary by 26%, intellectual education by 3% and the
secondary level by 8%.

http://dx.doi.org/10.29009/ijres.2.4.9



http://dx.doi.org/10.29009/ijres.2.4.9

dﬁmdfwf& /;.T&quqd‘yha}‘ fi
pY * V4 (6) sl () lonll

The Methodological Gaps in general curricula and instruction
researches at King Khalid University

In terms of the research methodology, the results showed that the
experimental and descriptive approach, which is one of the quantitative
research methods, prevailed over the department's research, neglecting

qualitative research, which usually focuses on describing phenomena and

events, and on their deeper understanding.

In terms of the research tool, the use of the tests was more relevant to the
experimental design, which was the most widely used. Thus, the lack of

diversity of the research methods leads to the repetition of the tools used to

collect the data.

On the part of the research sample, the researcher was able to target the
registered researchers with each scientific supervisor for one educational

stage and the similarity of the research sample in their research with different

variables. This may be due to the supervisor's ideas and guidance.

The lack of funding for research and studies to examine the original and new

topics in modern ways as the methodological approaches used in the most

cost-effective.

The absence of a research map in the department to guide supervisors and
students with the frequently used curricula, and the other that fill the research

gaps in the research section.

the recommendations proposed to fill the methodological gaps in the
researches of general curricula and instruction department at King
Khalid University

http://dx.doi.org/10.29009/ijres.2.4.9
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Encourage researchers to conduct qualitative research to improve the

educational process and narrow the gap between theory and practice in

educational research.

Establishing specialized research centers in specialized educational

research to solve educational problems in the field.

Develop an annual research map with the repeated methodologies and

gaps that the department needs to fill and provide to supervisors and

students, and not to accept duplicate addresses.

Updating the contents of the courses concerned with teaching the
scientific research curricula for postgraduate students to keep pace with
the global development in research and teaching the publishing
mechanisms in the ISI magazines and the methods of analyzing the
scientific production to come up with modern methodologies that increase

the value of researches issued by the institution.
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